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CO N CORDIA S Elt I N A RY 
TH E G E O GR AP H Y OF · TH E PSAL ll S 
By 
A l e x a n d e r H e 1 d e l • 
ST. LOUIS, M I S S O U R I • 
Ma y ,1929. 
I 
I N T R O D U C T I O N • 
-------------------------
One of t h e wi d e l y accepted opinions of the higher critics 
is the conception t h at the g eog raphical horizon of the people o:f 
the Old Testament v1as very 11mited, that "this earth was looked 
~pon as a small bit of flat turf around the eastern end of the 
liediterranean Sea ," a s Mr. Barnes has it,*·) or, as it is crystal-
lized in t he Enc,clopaedea Biblica,col. 1 696, map II, they conceive 
of the geog r aphica l knowledge of the Hebrews in the tenth century 
B.c. as extend i ng fl"Om the Arabian Desert to the Me d iterranean Sea; 
from the 'l'au1·us ,fountai n s to Arab~a Petraea, including the Delta, 
both coast s of the l ed Sea and t he southern coast of Arabie.. 
Thj_ s ,however , is an entirely wrong conception. And it is 
the first object of thi s p aper t o show that the O. T . peop le by no 
means pos sessed su.ch a limited knowledge of geo51"aphy , out, on the 
contrar , •e re acqua :j_nted with n surprisinc;ly larc;e part of t h e knovm 
\7orld. Vie shal l not a vail ourselves of all the diff e1•ent p l a ces and 
peoples mentioned i n the vaz•ious books of the O .T., . but we shall 
rather confine ourselves to one book of the O.T. Scripture, and 
that is not even historical,much less geographical,but a devotional 
book, the h ymnal and pra-yer book of the Israelites, which certain-
ly does not aim to g ive us geographical information: THE PSALTER. 
Our second purpose is to demonstrate that the Psalms, 
considered merely from a geog raphical point of view, suit the time 
•) The Forum, April 1929, page 206. 
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in which they claim to ~ave been composed, and that their geographic-
al data are incompatible, as far as they are criteria of age, with 
the time pf the Maccabees, to which many critics ascribe most or the 
psalms. 
In order that anyone may convince himself as to the 
correctness of these deductions, a chapter has been added which gives 
the location of every place mentioned in the Psalter. 
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CHAPTER l. 
The Geographical Horizon of the Psalms. 
----------------------------------------
1l1he higher critics speak of the authers of the Psalms, 
and of their contemporar ies in general, as of men that possessed 
little geograph ical kn owledge because not much mention is made of 
places and p e op l e s existing in their days. 
Upon a closer investigation of the matter, however, the 
critics are f ound to be wrong . In order to disprove their statement, 
att ention is c a lled to the fact that the Psalter is not a book of 
which de t ail ed geogr aphical information should be expected; it would 
serve its pt r pose even though. not one reference would be made in it 
to any pl ace 01• people known at the time in .-which the Psalms were 
writt en; for i t is a devotional book,the hymnal and prayer book of 
the O.T. bel ievers . Its aim 1s to t each us what we should do and 
what 'IP- sh ould omit according to the Law of God; it shows us how the 
Israelites p r ayed to God in their divers troubles and tribulations, 
trials and t empt ations, h ow God delivered them, alth ouell, at times, 
it appeared as i f He had forgotten and forsaken His children, and how 
they praised and magni fied Him for His gracious help and for all h is 
manifold benefits ( 3-6. 18. 95-100); it records that even a saint 
like David stumbled and fell, but was again taken into God's favor 
as soon as he heartily repented, it transmits to us the veey words 
with which he approached the mercy seat of God and sets forth how he 
obtained forgiveness for all of his iniquities and transgressions 
( 3-6. 51. 102.130). Thus it shows us how we, under similar circum-
stances, should act. But the main object of this divinely inspired 
. 
Places and Peoples Mentioned in three Modern Hymnals. 





















19 - 320 hymns 





























26 --567 hymns 















14 --48b h~mns 
4 
piece of literature is to prophesy of the promised Messiah; the 
Savior of the entire world, of ~is person, His redemptive work, 
His birth, betrayal, agony, and death, His triumph over death and 
hell, His ascension into heaven and enthronement at the right hand 
of' God the Father Almight-y. With this end in view, then, the holy 
writers con1posed this part of Holy Writ. 
Nevertheless it gives us surprisingly much geographical 
1nformat:ton , in f act, more than any ordinary modern hymnal. Let us 
consider some of t h em. Among the three humdred and twenty hymns 
of 11 •te r nal l'r a ise 11 *) ,ve find onlJ nineteen different places 
m~nt 1oned , a s t he a t t ach ed table shows. The Evangelical Lutheran 
Hymnbook contai ns f ive hundred and sixty-seven hymns. But all t h ese 
hymns make ment ion of not more than twenty-six places. Our German 
"Evangelisch-Lutherisches Gesangbuch~ although being composed of 
f our hundr ed and eighty-five hymns, lists but fourteen places, of 
which all, except Zion and Jerusalem, are mentioned only once or 
twice in t h e entire book . T.b.e Psalter outranks all of these books 
as regards g eography, for the one hundred and fifty psalms, of which 
it is made up, refer to forty places. It would be obviously unfair 
to conclude that our Church poets, and our people in general, lmow 
far less about geography than ·those living at the time of the 
writers of the Psalms. 1'he reason why our hymna ls as well as the 
salter do not make more references to geography is due to their 
purpose. \IYlio in our days would use a hymn-book as his text-book 
on geography! 
a hymnal for Church and Sunday School,by M.La,Yrance & E. Excell, 
Hope Publishing t.o.; Elt.i"~u, ~~I/• 
PA.Ul:JtXNlE 
QF THE PSACI'KI 
SCALE OF tffLU 
' jo .:. ~'- .. 
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The Psalms clearly show that their authors possessed 
a wider geographical lmowledge than a person would expect. The 
references made in the Psalter go as far east as the Euphrates, 
extending do"m. to Babylon; as far north as ~t. Lebanon; as far 
west as southeastern Spain; and as far south as Ethiopia and 
Arabia. ~his is an area which extends from Asia to Africa and 
Europe, embr acing almost the entire world lmo,m at that time, as 
the attached map shows. 
'!'he Ps a l tar h as also been ch arged with a lack of detailed 
geoBr apr ical infor mation . Th e International Standard ~ible En-
cyclopaedea assert s t h a t 11 t here is ve x•y litt le detailed topogr aphy 11 
in t he Psalms (vol . IV , p .2218 ; year 1915). But t h is is unwarr ented . 
East of t h e J ordan t h ey mention Manasseh, Diizar,Giil:ead, the 
HagarAnes , Succoth , ~oab, and the land of the Ammonites; north of 
Palestine we find Mt. Hermon, Mt. Lebanon, :Meshech, and Tyre; west 
of t he J ordan: J udah, Endor, Ephrathah, Gath, Philistia; Benjamin, 
Jerusalen1, Zion; Ephra im, Shiloh; Manasseh, Shechem; Zebulon, Kishon; 
•Naphtali, ~t. •rabor. We see, they refer to half of the tribes of 
Israel , covering more t han half of t h e territory of Palestine,and 
to all t he land east of the Jordan,calling our attention to a great 
number of t he most important places on both sides, and also cring-
ing some of the places to our a t tention that are of minor importance, 
e.g .,Endor, Succoth. We cannot deny it that we do not find any de-
tailed geographical information concerning foreign countries occur-
ring in the Psalter,but this is due to the fact that the psalmists 
were chiefly interested in Palestine,their own home. ~et even in this 
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respect our modern hymnals,mentioned above, do not approach the 
Psalter. 
The ruost gratifying factor in this connection,hov,ever, 
ls t hat the wide-spread and detailed geographical knowledge of the 
authors of the Psalms is cou~led with the greatest accuracy. Re-
fer r in t o t he t opogr aphical trustworthiness of Scripture in general, 
Napoleon states : 11 Wh en camping upon t he ruins of· ancient cities, some 
one r ead t h e Bibl e aloud every evening in t h e t ent of the General in 
Chief . '!'he veris i mi l i t ude and t r uth fulnes s of t he description s were 
strikin~ . The are s t ill sui ted to t h e land a f t e r so many ages and 
vicis situde s ."~:- ) '110 this G.A.Smith remarks: 11This is not more t h an 
t rue" (l . c .). Dr . Kyle writes: 11 Of the many theories underlying 
cr i ticism, and i nterpretation as well,none has received more abundant 
and exac t and e ven s tartling corroboration than the t h eory of t h e 
g e o g r aphi c a l a nd topogragraphical 
t r us t wort hi ness of Scripture. I t is t h e 
al l but uni vers al assumption t hat the peoples,places,and events of 
Script ur e woul d be found jus t where Scripture locates them; and 
t ha t eve r y de scr iption, or every casual hint, concerning locality 
or landscape i s corre~t not t he imagining s of mere romb.Ilcers, 
as Homer 's account of t h e travels of Ulysses; not attempted adap tations, 
as t h e Egyptian romances of Ebers or the medieval descriptions by 
Marion Crawford or the more classical Palestine descriptions of Tasso 
in 'Jerusalem Taken;' not mere conventional delineations which, like 
the historical novel of today, aim only at correctness in some 
things and adapt oth ers to the exigencies of fiction,but exact re-
* The Deciding Yoice of the Monuments, Dr. Kyle, page 42. 
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presentations of real1.ties," l .c. ,p .48. 1.1he same holds true wit!'1 
regard to the geographical and topographical trustworthiness of the 
Psalms. Such a geographical correctness, as found in the Psalter, and 
in Scripture in general, is unequalled b~ any ancient secular writing. 
Says Dr. Kyle: 11 Both the geography and the topography of many ancient 
writings are treated with scant regard and justly so. ~ven the works 
of ancient ge ogr aphers are often questioned and sometimes found in-
correct beyond d i spute. In contrast with this attitude toward ancient 
geograp~ical notices generally,there is nothing in ancient history so 
completely confirmed and so universally accepted as the trustworthi-
ness of t h P. ~eol!r aph i cal and topographical 1.ndicatioils of Scripture~• 
(l.c.,p . bl) . I t js certainly very pleasing to every believer to learn 
that, als o n t h is dir ection , God's Word is the truth. And this 
quality of 1-ioly Wr i t is of the most vital importance, for II correctness 
concer ni ne the p l ace of an event is the f irst and most import~nt ma r k 
of a true narrative of real happenings, and the confirmation o~ sucn 
correctnes s in the Scripture is the first step toward the confirmation 
of Scripture; just as the discrediting of the statements concerning 
the place of an event makes unnecessary any further efforts to dis-
credit a narrative of this event," l.c.,p.49. 
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0 HAP TE R II. 
Geographical Dating. 
It is a common procedure among higher critics to place 
most of the psa lms into the period of the Maccabees,with the result 
that the Breater part of the psalms are disconnected with the authors 
to whom they are attributed by the titles or by any other evidences. 
In concordance of the second purpose of this paper,we 
shall show t h e i ncompatability of such a procedure with the geographi-
cal data of t h e salter by pointing out that the peoples and places 
mentioned are those current with David and Solomon,and that the great 
majo1•ity of t h e most i mportant geographical notices are not accordant 
:'11th t he i,~a ccabe an pez•iod . To :this end,we shall briefly refer to those 
occur ences i n t h e lj_ves of David and Solomon that have some bearings 
upon t h e mat t e r unde r con sideration,compare the geograpilical data of 
this period with t hose of the time of the Maccabees ,and make leg itimate 
deduct ion s • 
1-. Places and Peoples Mentioned in Psalms of David and Solomon 
which are Compatible w~th their Time. 




Lebanon Philistines Zion Benjamin Ethiopia 
Edom Gath Manasseh 
Sheche~ Zoan 
Edomites Gilead .r:Moab 
Sinai 
Egypt Naphtali Succoth Hermon 
Judah 
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All these places and peoples existed in David's time and are com-
patible VT1 th his age. ·And it is but natural to f:tnd reference to them 
in the psalms of' David~, as t he following will sho,..,. 
Pers ecuted by Saul,David fled to Nob and obtained of 
Ahimelech hallowed bread and the sword of Goliath,vfr11le Doeg,th e 
E d o m i t e, was present, who informed Saul concerning this. David 
l'efers to t h i s event in the title of Ps. 52 (: 11 ••• when Doeg the 
Edonii te came and told Saul "etc). From here David fled to Saul I s 
enemy Achis kinB of q at h. The Philistines,however,refused to 
hal'bor him who had f'ormerly humiliated them,and they seized David. 
Tais occurenc e is brought to our attention in the title of Ps. 56 
( • II ,.'I.. • • • \o'lu.en t he Philj s t ine s took him in Ga th 11 ) • 
On t h e death of Saul,the tribe of' Judah elected David 
kine. . A..~d later on h e wa s crowned k ing over all the twelve tribes or 
Israel. Du.rine, h i s reign , the Philistines twice invaded the land,and 
t~~ce suffer ed de f eat near J 8 rusalem ( 2 a. 5,17-25 ). he followed 
up the second vi ctor y ,took @ith and so completely subJugated the 
Phili stines that they ceased to trouble Israel f'or centuries ( 2 s. 21). 
He smote the Amalekites f'or having destroped Ziklag during his absence 
and rescued all t h ey had taken f' om him and his men ( 1 S. 30). He 
subdued the Moabites and laid them under tribute ( 2 s.a),to whom he 
l'efers in Ps. 60, 8 ( 108, 9) : "Moab is my washpot. 11 - He warred with the 
Ammonites, who had formed a league with the Syrians of Zoba,of Rehob, 
Ishtob,and Maacah. (2 s.10). He put garrisons throughout all Edom,and 
the land became subject to him. David thinks of Edom in Ps.60,8.9. 
And it is just as natural to find reference in his psalms to Benjamin, 
Ephraim, Manasseh,Naphtali,Zebulon,and Judah,over whom he was king. 
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And the other places,upon which we have not yet touched,la;y either in 
his own territory ,like Bashan,Gilead,Shechem,or'they were well-knovm 
in his days, l ike EBY Pt, Ethiopia , H.erm.on. 
,he following pl aces a r e men t i oned in the psalms of Solomon: Lebanon, 
Seba,8heba , and· Ta rshish. Under his wide-sp rea6. reign voy ages were 
succ~ssful ly made to Ophi r , and Tarsh ish (Spain),and peoples from ~11 
parts of t he worl d came t o h ara h i s wisdom and to see his splendor 
( 1 K. 4 , 34;10 , 23- 2..: ). '.lb.e r eport of his wisdom v,as car?"ied also to 
Arabia, and the queen of Sheba came to J erusalem to h ear his wisdom. 
Also in Solon1on 's inst ance,therefore,it ia but natural to find re-
ferenc e s i n h is psalms t o Seba ,Sheba,and Tarshish (Ps.72,10). But there are 
2 . Places and P.eoples Mentioned in David's Psalms that 
are Incompat i ble vrith the Beriod of the Maccabees. 
Among these a 1"e : 
Fir st, the Moabites ; concerning whom Hastings says: 
11•1~ ner e se C;tms t o be no e vi dence of t h e existence of l\ioab as a state, 
even a dependent state , af't e r the Exile , e.nd we know that at t h e time 
of t he Maccabean r ~volt Moab was occupi ed by t h e Nabatean Ara bs, 11 
Vol. III , p . 41 2 . Ref erence is made to them by David in Ps.60,8 : 
"Moab is my washpot." Theod.v. J\.iopsuestia,Ruding er,Oh lshausen,Hitzig , 
and Cheyne*) assign this psalm to the Maccabean period. But this 
theory is refuted by the f act that the Moabite nation did not exist 
anymore at so late a period,but had dropped out of history,\m.ile Ps. 
60,8 still considers them as a nation.- A second reference to Moab 
is found Ps.108,9,where David states the same thing. Also this psalm 
-lti) See D.W.Nowack, Hand.Kommentar zum A.T., II, Die Psalmen. 
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has been assigned to the Maccabean period by Teod.v.Mopsuestia 
(er. 1-~•• p.326). But this theory must be rejected for the s &me 
reason as above. 
Second 1 the Philistines 1 who dropped out of history 
in the sixth or seventh century B.C. (Cf. Philistines,cpapt.III),and 
froll'! the Greek period on their country was known by the name Palaistina, 
instead of Philistia . David refers to the Philistines in Ps.6O,8: 
"Phil istia , t r iumph thou because of me." As noted above,this psalm 
has been assip.ned to t he Maccabean period by Theod.v. Uopsuestia,Rudinger, 
Ohlshausen , H t z i" , and Cheyne. Another reference is found in Ps. 108 ,f: 
"Over Ph ili s t i a ,yill I triumph ." Theod.v.rdops. places this psalm into 
the f,iaccab an pe riod . These theories,however,are unv1a1"ranted,for t h e 
psalmist make s mention of Philistia as still existing,v.rhile,at the 
time of the Uac cabees,Philistia was not knovm by this name. Had these 
psalms be· n composed during this age,then we should naturally expect 
t he name cur rent at this time. Arid the Philistines had long ago dis-
appeared. i t is also worthy of note that the name 11Philistia11 does 
not occur in 1 l\iaccabees,the period in which these psalms are supposed 
by some higher critics to have been written. 
Th ird 1 t he five tribes Benjamin,Ephraim,Manasseh, 
Naphtali, and Zebulon. The last four of t h ese disappearea during the 
Assyrian Exile , ~hile the first lost his existence,as a tribe,during 
the Babyloni an Captivity,after which there was no tribal organization 
anylonger among the Jews,but Judah and B~njamin were knovm u..~dar one 
name. 
A-. Benjamin. David mentions this tribe in Ps. 68,2?:Rere 
David calls upon the rulers of Benjamin to bless God. Ohlshausen (l.c. 
p.19?) states this psalm dates back to the Maccabean period,and he 
. . 
-----~----~-~ .~--------------~-----~--
assigns it to the time of Jonathan or Simon. In this psalm,however, 
Benjamin is stili loolced upon as a tribe, for his rulers are mentioned, 
while at the time of Jonathan or Simon there was no tribe of Benjamin 
anymore. Therefore the psalm must have been composed before the the 
Babylonian Exile , when t h e tribe was still in existence. 
B-. Ephraim. David refers to Ephraim in Ps.6O,7:here 
God says: Ephr a im is t h e strength of my head. As noted above,the psalm 
has been plac ed into the Maccabean period by Theod.v.i.fops. ,Rud inger, 
0hlsha•sen,Hi t zig , and Cheyne. Ps.108,8 is of the same contents,and 
also ascribed to t he Maccabean period by Theod.v.Mops. 
C-. Manasseh. David calls our attention to Manasseh 
in t he s ame p s al ms as above ( B') • 
D-. Naphtali. See Ephraim. 
E-.. Zebulon. See Ephraim. 
F'ourth , Gat h • This citJ disappears .from histor~ in tne 
seventh or eigth century B.C. (cf. chapt. I I I ). It is mentioned in the 
title of Ps.b6 :When t h e Ph ilisti nes took David in"'Gath. Duhm *) ascribes 
the psalm to about the second century B.C. At this period,however,the 
city had long ago passed out of existence. 
Fifth ,Bashe.n •. ij~s~an is .iqen~io~ed in Ps.68,15:The hill of 
God . is as ~he hill of Bashan. Ohlshausen (No~ack,II,p.197) places this 
psalm into the Maccabean period. B~t this country was called Batanaia 
from the Greek period on. Had the psalm been written during the time 
Gunkel,Die Ps al men, 3.L:1.ef. ,p. 243. 
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of the Maccabees,then we should naturally expect the name cunrent in 
ose days,instead of t h e obsolete name. This proves that the psalm 
s composed when the old name was still in use,and it does not fit 
1to the period of the Mac cabees, f or who in our da~s would speak of 
Chicago as of Fort Dearborn I 
Si x t h , Succot h . David mentions this place in Ps.60,6: God·.i 
•111 met e out Succoth ; and Ps. 108 ,7,which is of the same contents. As 
tated above , t h ese t wo p salms have been assigned to the Maccabean 
eriod by a number of h i gh e r c r itics. The occurrence of Succoth in these 
psalms is another argument against their late authorship. The LXX in 
these t •:10 passa r.es doe s not consider Succoth a proper name at all, but 
renders it by II slcenai . 11 Th ey do not know what to do with it. The name 
•as so completel y unko •,,n in their day s ( second Cent. B.C.) that t h ey 
did not understand t he term anylonger,because of its antiquity. 
3. Pl ace s and Beoples Mentioned in Non-Davidic Psalms 




1en the rest 
A-.The Amalekites disappeared in the days of Hezekian., 
o f them were smitten by five hundred men of the Simeonites 
B-.As sur. In 612 the Medas and the Scythian invaders 1 Ch. 4,43). 
1ptured lli neveh ,th e capital of Assyria,and thus put an end to the 
1syrian Empire . c-.The Ishmaelites. From the eigth centurJ on we 
ear no •·more of t h em as an actual existing nation ( Cf • .Enc. Sibl., II, :d~l~) • 
D-.The Hagarenes. They drop out of historJ not long 
after the time of David (op. chapt. III). 
-= I 
---------..... ----~---------------~- -
E-. The Midianites. 11""idian as a nation dis-
ap:pears from history at a very early period," Enc. B1bl. 
All these peoples are referred to in P·s .83,6-9. This psalm 
was \'lritten by Asaph,the chief musician of David. Nevertheless,it has 
been assigned to the :Maccabean period byTheod.v. Mopsuestia,Diodor,Bengel, 
Hitzig ,Ohlshausen,and Graetz( Nowack,II,p.254). 'l'hey claim the psalm 
refers to 1 Macc. 5 ,lff. But this theory cannot be held,because the 
extinction of all of these five peoples had a1ready taken place long 
ago,as set forth above. 'Eo meet the difficult-y,Gunkel (ad 1.) says 
the name s are u~ed in "dichterisch al tertuemelnder Sprache. 11 But 
Asaph,in t his psalm,is pr ay ing for help against r e a 1 enemies of 
the p r e en t and he woul d not ask for help against dead enemies 
any more than we would call on God to deliver us from the Indians of 
our count ry . 
Second 1 Meshech. This nation is mentioned in Ps. 120, 
5:W'oe is me , that I sojour n in Meshech. The name seems to have been en-
tirel y forgot t en and unknown at the time of the LXX because of its 
antiquity . There fore the LXX renders ,. - .. 
This is a clear proof t h at the psalm cannot date back to the Maccabean 
period. 
Thind 1 Sb.eba and Ophir. Sheba is found 1n Ps.72,10: 
Sheba shall offer gifts to king Messiah. During the time of the LXX 
the name was not ·wll . knowp,for the t ~ll trapslates it with 
And Ophir is referred to in Ps.45,9:Upon thy right hand did stand the 
queen in goad of Oph ir. Ohlshausen assigns this psalm to the time of 
the wedding of the Syrian king Alexander and Cleopatra ( Nowack,II,127). 
Cf. 1 Macc.,10, b7.58 . Hut we reject this theory because,at the time 
of' t he LXX (minus 200 B.C.) ,the name was not well lmown an}'lnore.This 
can be gathered from the fact that,in Ps. 15,9,the LXX does not con-
sider Ophir a proper name,but an adjective,for it is rendered by 
This clearly points to its antiqu1tyJh9nce the psalm does not fit 
into the Maccabean period. 
In add ition to the arguments which we have advanced 
for the compatibility of t he places and peoples of the Psalter with 
the time of David ,Solomon an~ their conbemporaries,we may also call 
attention to t he fact that none of the places and peoples which came 
into existence or obt a i ned prominence after the time of David and So-
lomon,is found in t h e Psalms. We mention a few of them:Arabia,Ionia, 
Macedonia, jed ia , Rome and the Romans,Spain,Sparta,etc. Had the Psalter 
been composed i n the time of t h e Maccabees,then v,e should expect to 
find reference to at least sonie of these peopl es and places that were 
so promjnent du ring the Maccabean period,because a great number of the 
pro inent peopl es and p laces existing during DAvid 1 s time are found in 
the Psalms. But instead of that,we find that the geograph y of 1 Mace. 
1s entirP.l d i fferent from that of t h e Psalter. Cf.the two attached 
tables. 
Thus we see that the Word of God,also in this respect, 
stands the test and puts to shame the wisdom of men. 
,=-- -
Places and Peoples Mentioned in the Psalter. 
Amalek . Kadesh Tyre 
Ammon Kedar Zebulon 
Babylon Kishon Zion 
Baca Lebanon Zoan 








Ephr a i m Philistia 
Eph1--at hah Philistines 
Ethiopia Red Sea 










Places and Peopl es Mentioned in 1 Maccabees. 
A. 
Adasar Ber ea 
Gilead 
Addu.s Bet h - Be sh en 
GalBala 
Adida Bet hel 
Gali lee 
Ador Bet h - Hor on 
Galileans 
Accaron Bet h s an 
Ga za 
Alima Bethzachara Ganesara 
Ammao Bet h zu ra Gort )'na 
Ammon Bosor Greece 
Ant iochia Canaan 
Bazar 
Apherj ma Cedron 
Halicar na s sus 
Arabath Ch ittim 
Hebron 






Ashdod Dat h eman 
Israel 












Babyl on Elima.is 
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0 H A P T E R III. 
Location of Places and Peoples • 
H p , ~-w-----------------------------
Thi s chapter has been added to enable the reader of this 
paper to convince h imself as to t he correctness of our deductions 
made from the geoa raph ical data of the Ps al ms. 
/f 
To facili t ate this, we have ar"anged the names alphabeticall 
In t he mos t important instances,we h ave also added the Hebrew,Greek, 
and Latin narnes , as f ound in the original text,the LXX,and the Vulgate. 
Our aim has been to give the exact location of the places and peoples 
mentioned i n t h e Psalms,and to give the main historical data connects 
with t hem that a re necessary to make +egitimate deductions,special 
at t ention having been paid to t he rise and disappearance of th,_people 
and places c ontaj.ned in the Psalter. We have not written anything 
concerning well- known places like Egypt and Jerusalem,or places and 
peoples t h at a r e of no i mportance. 
Amalek. ------
f 
1. Name and O~ig in. Amalek CJP~R";LXX:~J?~Vulgate:Amalech, 
Amalee} was the son of El1.phaz (the first-born of Esau) by his 
concubine Timna(Gen.36,12; 1 Ch.l,~G ). His mother came from 
the Horite,whose territory the descendants of Esau had seized. 
2 . Amalek and Amalekites identical? The question has often 
been raised whe ther Amalek is the father of the Amalekites so 
often refer r ed to in Scripture. Moses speaks of the Amalekites 
l ong be f or e t h is Amalek was born,i.e., in the days of Abraham, 
when Chedorlaomer,king of Elam,devasted their country (Gen.14, 
7 }. I•'ror., t h is f act Le Clerc"infers that there was some. other 
and mor•e a.nc :i.ant Amalek from whom t h is people sprung. 1.'he 
same a t titude h as been talten by .M 1 Cl in tock and Strong . 
Hengs te:mberg { Genuineness of th~- Pent ., II,2~7ft /',tollo\Yed 
by Kur t z (Hist. of the Old Cov. ,III,lfJ')~ maintains this does 
not impl y that the Amalekites were in eµstence in the days 
of Abraham, but only that this country, lying ~etween the 
land of the Am.orites and Kadeah, ufterwards known as "the 
fields of the Amalekites, 11 was at that time overrun bl Chedor-
laomer. 1.1his is a plausible explanation; and we may thus con-
s i der the two ter ms identical. 
3. History and Extent. Josephus says the Amalekites inhabited 
Gobolitis and Petra (Ant. III,2,1). He also speaks of them 
as "reaching from Pelusiu.'TI of' Emipt to the Red Sea" (VI,'l ,S). 
In the Bible they first appear at Kaaesh (Gen.14,7), a little 
south of Hebron. On their way· to the desert of Sinai, the Is-
raelites had an encounter with the Amalekites at Rephidim 
*> See M1Clintock & Strong 
Al 
(Ex.17,8-16). At this time they acted in avery bitter manner 
aga i nst Israel,attacking them on their rear, and cutting off 
the weak and the weary (Dt.25 ,17-19). For this reason they 
were placed under the ban. The spies, sent out by Israel to 
exami ne t h e land of ~enaan, on t heir return reported that 
the Amalekites dwelt in the southern portions of t h e regiori 
later on occupied by Judah and Simeon (Nu.13,29;14,26). In 
con1munion with t~e Canaanites they resisted the entrance of 
t h e children of Israel into the south of Palestine,defeated 
them, and: drove them as far as Hormah (Nu.14,43ff). 
At the time of the Judges we meet the Amalekites in 
t h e company of the Moabites (Jg.3,13), when they were de-
f e ated b~• Ehud near Jericho. 1lb.en again in union with the 
Moabites (Jg . 6 , 3),roaming about among their old desert 
h aunts , and pursuing thei r old tactics o'f' harassing peace-
ful agriculturists. They penetrated into t h e plain of ~s-
draelon and were dei'eated by Gideon. It ap_ ears as if' a 
br anch of them had secured a settlement in Mt. Ephrain1 , 
fo r Deborah speaks of 11Ephraim whose root is in Amalek, 11 
J g . 5 ,14. 
In the early y ears Saul was coJmq.anded to exter-
minate the Amalekites. He overran their whole territory 
and inflicted immense loss upon them,but spared their kinS, 
the best of the cattle and the movables,contrary to God's 
command, 1 s. 14.15. This battle was evidently fought south 
of Judah,for the pursuit is discribed as extending from 
Havilah in Arabia,far to the east,to Shur in the west of 
t h e desert on the border of Em,pt. After this they hardly 
appear anymore in history. Their power was broken,and t.bey 
d egenerated into a hord. of bandits. Robber bands of the -:,et 
unsubdu ed nomad Amalekites of the desert sacked Ziklag,and 
carr ied off David's two wives and others as captives; they 
were overtaken and defeated by David,and only four hundred 
y oung men escaped. 'l1heir political destruction was completed 
as predicted in Bu. 24,20. -The last mention of them in the 
O.T . occurs in 1 Ch. 4 143 1 in the days of Hezekiah. There it 
i s s a i d t hat "the rest of the Amalekites that were escaped, 11 
wore smit t en by five hundred of the Simeonites,\"rho took 
pos session of t heir land. Every piece of literature,therefore, 
wh:tch ment ions the .Amalekites- as still existing must have 
been written before their disap~earance recorded in 1 Ch. 
4 , 43 . 
4. Refer ence to Amalek in Ps. 83 17. In this psalm enemies 
are planning to destroy the children of Israel. To this effect, 
an alliance has been made comprising Edom, the Ishmaelites, 
ll"i.oab,the Hagarenes,Gebal,Ammon, A ~ a 1 e k , rhilistia with 
the inhabitants of Tyre. Also Assyria is leagued With them, 
and is helping the children of Lot. The psal~ist asks God that 
this confederacy may meet the fate of Midian,Sisera and Jabin, 
and t h at its leaders may be made 11ke Oreb and Zeeb, Zebah and 
Zalmunna. 
Ammon. 
1. Name and Origin. ~'he usual designations of the Am-
• , ~IJ ,, • ' ~ , 
monites are:/'1~ "';?;z_, ',11)';)f ; LXX:11,,,-/".,..,.s-751 ••~ n~_,/'.,.,, 
~h ey descended from the son of Lot b~ his 
younger daughter (Gen.19,38). 
2 . History and Extent. The land "from Arnon unto jabbok 
and f 1•om the wilderness unto Jordan" was originally occu-
pied by the Ammonites (Jg.11,13.22). Before the arrival 
of Israel at the plains of ioab,the Ammonites had been 
driven back from the Jordan banks by an Amorita tribe 
i'1•om the west under Sihon (Nu.21,26 ) ,and a strip of land 
a lon~ t he eastern bank of the :river ceased to be :regarded 
a s be longing to the Ammonites,and was assigned to Reuben 
and Gad . 
Upon t he ir arrival at the borders of t h e pro-
mi sed land, t h e Isr·aelites were commanded not to trouble 
Ammon, f or the sake of Lot,the progenitor of t h e Ammonites 
(Dt. 2 ,19 }. However,th e Ammonites and t,loabi tes hired Ba-
laam to curse Israel,and did -not show them any h ospitali-
t y or kindness. Therefore they were prohibited from "enter-
ing t h e congregation of the Lord to the tenth generation 
forever," Dt.23 ,3. According to J g . 3,13, the king of 
noab f ormed a confederacy with Ammon and Amalek and smote 
Israel. About three hundred years after the conquest of 
the land by the Israelites, the king of Annnon made the 
claim that th~) should restore to him the countr3 taken 
from the Ammonites,not bJ Israel,but by Sihon. ~n is te~ri-
tor~,lying between Amon and Jabbok,was in the possession 
of' the Amorites when Israel invaded itJ this fact was urged 
by J epht hah,to prove that the charge of the Ammonites · was 
111-f'ound ed ,and he infli cted upon them a crushing def eat. 
J n t he d ays of Saul,they formed a powerful nation 
unde r a c apabl e k i ng , Nahash, vh o was d efeate~ b~ Saul ( 1 
S.11 ) • In t he early years of David ,h ostili.ties bet,veen 
Isra e l and Ammon ceased,because in t h e time of .uis trouole, 
Nahash did David a good turn (2 8.10 ,2). \\hen Nahash had died, 
Davi d s ent messengers to condole with his son Hanun,who, 
su sp e c t i n g they were spies,maltreated them. Therefore David 
en t e red upon a war to wi pe out ti..e insult that had been put 
upon h is ambassadors. The Ammonites lost,and their allies, 
t be Sy rians, were so daunted that they were afra id to help 
Ammon any more (2 s.10). 
Af t er t h e division of the kingdom,the Ammonites 
soon as serted t heir independence . Th e) also jo~ned with the 
Assyrians i n t heir attack on Gilead obtaining increase of 
t e r ritor ~ as t he reward of their· service. When Ti glatn-p ileser 
beat t h e Reubenites and Gadites, t h e Ammonites s e em to ~ave 
be n pe r mitt ed to reoccupy parts,at least,of t h eir old 
territory on the banlcs of the J 0 rdan (2 K.lb,29 ; 1 Oh.b). 
In the reign of Jehoshaphat they joined with the Moabites 
and other tribes belonging to.Mt. Seir to invade Judah. 
Susp icions of treachery among the allies turned the arms 
of t he panic-stricken hosts against one another in a great 
J.r 
slaughter,so that Judah did not ~ave to draw a s~ord 
(2 Ch.20). The Anmlonites p~id tribute to Uzziah (2 Ch. 
26,8). They were thoroughly beaten by his son Jotham 
and paid a heavy tribute to hjm for three }ears. After 
the captivity of the ·wo and }-_a1.r t:r·ibe:J tutflt of the 
Jordan had taken place,the Ammonites took possession 
of the to~~s be longing to Gad (Jer. 49). Bands of Ammon 
and of' other nations came up with :Nebuchadrezzar 
aFa j n st J erusalem and exulted over its f all (Ezak. 2b, 
j . 6 ). Af'ter the overth row of Judah,Baulis,the kin& 
of t :ie J~mmoni tes , sent Ishmael to murder the governo1 .. 
Gedaliah ( 2 K.2 ,22-·25 }. On the return of t he Jews from 
Babylon the Ammonites manifested their ancient hostility 
by opposing the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem 
and the restorat:l.on of the temple (Neh. 4,3:7 .8). 
We find them again in 1 Macc.5 9 \m.ere they join 
t h e S)rians against the Jews. Judas Maccabeus went throusn 
Gilead and inflicted a crushing defeat upon the Ammonites 
and their confederates. 
Justin Mart)r (d.16o A.D.} states that the) we1'e 
still numerous in his days. Origen speaks vaguel) of 
them,as of l11oabites and Edomites,classing them all ·v,ith 
the Arab tribe. And so they pass out of historJ. 
3. Reference to the Ammonites in Ps. 83 17. They are 
mentioned in connection with the Amalekites,the situation 
being the same as above. 
Assur. 
Assur or the Assyrians descended from Shem (Gen.lo, 
22). They inhabited the country on the Tigris and the Upper 
and Lower Zab. The name was originally given to the district 
dominated by the to\m of Asshur,circa sixty miles below 
Nineveh. Then it came to denote the region compassed by the 
Gord~aean mountains of Armenia on the north,the ranges of 
Media on the east, and the little Zab river on the west. West-
· u:rd :i.t extended a sh o:·t distance from the Tigris river in-
to Mesopotamia.This district is t h e Assyria proper of history, 
but the name was also gi van to the extensive empir•e conquered 
and ruled b the Assyrians. 
Tiglath-pileser I. raised the k :i ngdom into the most 
extensive empire of the time. Under successors jt greatlj 
d eclined , a factor which permitted the kingdoms of David and 
Solomon to reach their widest limits. Shalmaneser III (860-
82b) was the first Assyrian king (of vhom there is record) 
to come into conflict with Israel (Ahab, Jehu). Among the 
.l ater kings t here are Tiglath-pileser IV., Shalmaneser V., 
Sargon, Sennacherib,and Esar-haddon. In 612 the Medas and 
the Scythian invaders captured 41 ineveh,the capithl 1 and thus 
put an end to the Assyrian empire. 
Reference to Assur in Ps. 831 8. Assur is mentioned in con-
nection with the Amalekites and the Ammonites,the situation 
being the same as in the two preceding instances • This 
reference proves that the psalm must have been written a 
certain length of time before 612 B.C.,and it does not fit 
into the time of the Maccabees. 
Babylon. 
J.1 
Babylon was the capital of the Babylonian empire. 
i t lay on the east side of the .Euphrates. A part of its 
site is now occupied bu Havillah,about fifty miles south 
of Baghd ad. Its first mention in the O.T. is found in 
Gen.10 ,10 , with t h ree other places,as the beginning of 
Nimr od 's k i ngdom. Hammurabi (Circa 2000 B.9.) raised it 
t o be t h9 c apital of all Bab-;y lonia. I t reacned. the height 
of i t s gl or ) i n t he sixth centur-y B.C. ,under Heouch ad-
r ezzar , \vho made it the largest and most splendid citJ 
oi' h is time . In 539 it was captured by Cyrus; and t h ough 
it r e vol ted more t h an once,naver succeeded in mainta in-
:t n g its i ndependence. Darius Hystaspis took it and de-
s t r oyed its walls. Xerxes plun~ered it. Alexander the 
Gr eat pl anned to r ·estore it, but its decay was hastened 
'bj Seleucus Nicator,who conquered the city in 312 B.C., 
and wade large use of its materials in building Seleucia, 
but t h e temple services continued till 29 B.C., at least. 
I t is now a complete ruin. 
Ref erences to Babylon in the Psalter. Th e name is found 
in Ps._8'7,4 .The psa~mist says that,in the N.T.,Babylon 
and .Rahab : should . be preached unto t h eJn th9-t know ~bhe 
Lord1i I !]. ~~ ~ l~~.:J: .. th~ .POE;tt refers to the time·'When Judah 
sat by the rivers of Babylon and wept;and in vars 8 he 
prophesies of the destruction of Babylon. 
The Valley of' B a c a • 
Ba sh a 
The original text h·as;(~~~ P!fl_, which is rendered by 
the LXX ::K11)~s -s,; «J.t11j...;.,,~ ; the Vulgate has:vallis 
lacrymarum; Luther:Jammertal. 
Nothing definite can be stated concerning Baca. The 
r endition of' t h e LXX: and the Vulgate is possibly due to . a 
conf'us i on between -.::,:::i_ and;Y..:,..::2,whose plural (2 S.5,24) 
' : TT 
de s i ena t e s a tree,variously identified with the mulberry, 
the pear t ree (LXX, 1 Ch.14 ,14 .lb ),and the balsam (Gesenius). 
Brip,gs (Ps.84 , 6 ) believes it was a valley through which 
pil grj ms passed on their way to Jerµsalem. Hastings thinks 
. 
that , i f it was an antual valley, it may be identified with 
the val l ey of Achor (Jos.7,24.26); the valley of Rephaim 
( 2 S. b, 18 . 22); or a Sinaitic valley with a similar name 
(Wady el-Baka, found by Burckhardt near Sinai). But,on the 
other hand, it may not be more an actual va1ley than the 
"valley of the shado,v of' death" 1n Ps. 23,4. 
Reference to Baca in Ps. 84 16. The psalmist calls those 




In the Hebrew text, this name is called 7llii;the LXX 
r r 
r enders it :~lr11i ,']3,,,.tr~V ;the Vulgate:pinguis,Basan. 
Bashan was a territory east of the Sea Tiberias. It 
had its eastern boraer on Salceh,the present Salkhat,the 
nearest town of any importance to the Arabian d esert,and 
included F.d.rei,Ashtaroth,and Golan. Bashan proper •overed 
the land known in Greek times as.23«s-o(~~,the southern 
and of the great plajn of Hauran. But in a Wider sense 
Bashan exten4ed to Hermon,and covered all the land north 
of Gilead. It was noted for mountains(Ps.68,15),lions 
(Dt.3~,22), oak trees (Is.32,13),and especially cattle, 
both rams and bullocks (Dt.32,14;Ez.39,18). 
References to Bashan in the Psalms. In Ps. 22,12 the 
strong bulls of Bashan have surrounded the suffering 
Mess iah. According to Ps. 68,lb,the hill of God is as 
t he h i ll of Bashan;and in vers 22 the Lord say s He will 
bring His people from Bashan, in the N.T. In Pss. 13b, 
11 and 136,20 t h e d efea t of Og king of Bashan is brought 
t o t he attention of the Israelites, this deed of God 
be in~ one of t he r easons m y Israel should praise God. 
Infe r enc es. From the fact that,from the Greek period 
on,Bashan was knovm. as Batanaia we may safely draw 
t h e conclusion that every piece of literature in which 
Bashan is referred to as Bashan and not as Batanaia, 
must date back to a time prioa to the Greek period 
and that it cannot have originated during this period• 
otherwise we should expect the name current 1n that 
age; for who in our days would speak of New York as of 
New Amsterdam,using its ancient name instead of its 
modern appellation? 
Benjamin. 
The territory of the tribe of ~enjamin la~ 
between Judah and Eph rai m. Its northern border ran 
from the Jordan through Bethel to Ataroth-addar,south 
of nether tleth-horon. Its western boundary ran from 
t h is point to Kiriath-jearim. Its southern border 
went thence through the valley of the son of liinnom, 
immediately south of Jerusalem,to the northern point 
of the Dead Sea. Its eastern limit was the Jordan. 
The tribe was nearly extermi nated for refusing to 
d eliver t h e guilt) inhabitants mf Gibeah into the 
h ands of the tribes of Israel (Jg .19-21). 
References to Benjamin in the Psalter. T.1'.&.e 
name is found in Ps. 68,27,where Benjamin is exhorted 
to bless God. In Ps. 80,2 God is asked to stir up 
His strength before 0 enjamin,Ephraim and ?iianasseh. 
Deductions. After the Babylonian Captivity, Ben-
jamin does not occur anylonger as a tribe,there was no 
tribal organization anymore. Therefore,every piece of 
still existing 
writing that treats Benjamin as a tribeAmust ~raeeits 
origin back to a time not later than the Babylonian 
Captivity.Hence it j s but natural that we do not find 
any passage in the first Book of the Maccabees which 
refers to the tribe of Benjamin. 
Canaan, on the whole, is a hilly country. '!'his induces 
M'Cl:intock and Strong to believe the countr) v,as called af'ter 
the name of' Canaan,the son of Ham. Kittel,however,contends 
the name originally referred to t h e lowland~near the coast 
of Palestine. The name appears to have at f:trst belonged to 
the Phoenician coast as distinguished f'rom the hills above. 
But then it was also applied to other lowlands:Sharon,the 
Jordan valley ,and so over the whole country,comprising moun-
t ains as well as plain.parts of' the country. In its widest 
s en s e ~ ie term s eems to have been used to designate all of' 
S. Syria ,f'r or.1 Mt.hermon to the lower end of' the Dead Sea, 
jncluding terri tories both east and west of' the J~rdan clear 
to the Medjterranean Sea. According to J 0 s.11,S,there were 
Canaani t e s living also east of' the J ordan: From t a is we 
conc lude t h.at also some parts east pf the J2rdan .belonged 
t o Canaan,for 11 it was _the spread or· the Canaanites that 
sp r ead the name" {G.A.Smith,Hist.Geogr.,p.5,note 1). 
Taking Canaan in its ~idest sense,we may determine 
its boundaries as follows: on the west the sea was its 
border .from Sidon to Gaza; on the south it was bounded 
by a line running .from Gaza to the southern end of the Dead 
Sea,excluding the country of the Amalekites. The Jordan was 
tho ·e a :s · t er n boundary,but see above. On then or th 
Canaan extended as far as Hamath. 
Rererences to Canaan in the Psalter. This name is 
made mention of in Ps.105,11,'Mlere the poet remembers the 
Ed o m • 
J 
promise of God given unto· Jacob,saying:"Unto thee will l 
g:ive the land of Canaan." In Ps. lo6,38 the psalmist calls 
attention .to the idolatry of Israel,how they shed the blood 
of t hei r sons and daughters,whom the) sacrificea unto tne 
· i dols of Canaan. And in Ps.13b,ll he exhorts Israel to praise 
t he Lord for having so graciously delivered them out of 
Eg., pt and of the hands of their enemies,smiting great nations 
and mi ght y kings,Sihon and Og,and all the kingdoms of Canaan. 
Edomi tes 
;Idumaea, 
l dumaei ) was originally the secondary name of Esau (Gen. 
2~, 2L. ;so ),and also stands collectively for the posterity 
of Esau . And finally it is applied to the country which 
his descendants inhabited,e~bracing the ranges of Mt.Seir 
on either side of the Arabeh,v.zh.ich runs southward from the 
.I.Jead Sea to the head of the Gulf of Akabeh. 
\-lh.ile Israel was on his way to Palestine,Moses 
s ent messengers :front Kadesh-barnea to ·the king of F.clom 
askin8 him to permit his "brother Israel" to pass through 
his territories,promising ~he~ would do no inJUrj. to the 
country . But the Edomites refused permission,and came out 
with an army. Thus -Israel was obl~ged to "compass the land 
of F.d.om" (Nu. 20 .21). 
David conquered the country of the F.d.omites, 
put garrisons throughout it,and occupied its ports in 
the Gulf oif Akabah (2 8.8,14). - Amaziah invaded 
•'dom,slew t en thou.sand of the enenr., in the Valle) of 
Salt and took Sela { 2 K.14,7). Under the reign of 
Ahaz the Edomites smote Judah,and carried away captives 
{ 2 Ch.28,17). 
When Jerusalem was destroyed by Nebu-
chadrezzar,the Edomites rejoiced over the calamities 
of J udah,0bad. 10-16. The Edomites likewise felt the 
ravafies of the Chaldean march,but they were left in their 
own coun t ry ,and even took away a portion of a.Palestine 
( Ez k . 35 ,10). - _During the Syrian rule t h ey continued 
to ~h ow t heir old 111 will against the Jews { 1 .hiacc.b), 
until Judas Maccabeus drove them f'rom t h e south of Judah 
(164 B. C.). John Hyrcanus conquered their countr:, and 
compelled them to adopt Judaism (109 B.C.). From bhe 
time of t he overthrow of the Jewish nation,the name of 
Idumea no longer occurs;it passes away in the wider 
denoiuination Arabia. 
References to Edom and the Edomites in the Psalms. 
In Ps. 60 ,8 God says: 11 0ver Edom lVill I cast my shoe; 11 and 
i n vers 9 lie asks: 11\',ho vtill lead me into Edom? 11 In Ps. 83, 
6 thP.~ a re mentioned in connection with the Amalekites 
{q.v.). Ps. 108 ,9.10 is of t h e same contents as Ps.60,8.9. 
In Ps. 137,7 the poet calls upon God to remember tne 
children of :Edom in the day of J erusalem,when t h e) sa.id: 
11Raseit,rase it,even to the foundation thereof. 11 
~ndor. 
This is the well-lmoffll country in N.Africa. 
Endor was a toVJn of' Alanasseh, and the home of' a 
woman vlith a f amiliar spirit consulted b) Saul on the 
e vening of the battle at Gilboa ( 1 8.28 ). It has been 
idQnt i f i ed with Endur,south of Tabor,where several caves 
have been found. According to Ps. 83,lO~it was t n e secene 
of the rout of Jabin and Sisera. 
~phr aim . 
Ephraim was the younger son of' Joseph and 
Asenath , and t h e progenitor of' the tribe c~lled after 
h is nwne . This tribe was allotted a territory west of 
thq Jo1~dan , being located between I,lanasseh to the north . 
und e us t , Benjamin to the soyth,and ~ an to the west. 
dy Ho sea t ha term is ap~lied to t h e t en tribes,because 
.!.phr a im was t h e most powerful among t h a t r i bes of t11e 
northern kingdom,and because i t gave t h e first k ing to 
the I s r a elites. The tri be passed out of history during 
the Assyrian Captivity. 
Hef'erences to Ephraim in the Psalter. In Ps. 
60, 7 God calls Ephraim the strength of h is head (cf. 
Ps.108,8). Ps.78,9 the psalmist complains that t h e children 
of Eph raim turned back in the day of battle;and in vers 
67 Asaph continues,say ing that God did not chose Ephraim, 
but the tribe of' Judah,the mount Zion. 
Inferences. Since the tribe of Epllraim disappeared 
during the Assyr;an Captivity,every psalm and every other 
piece of literature which refers to the tribe as still in 
existence must belong to a period previous to the Assyrian 
Exile and is incompatible with any later period. i'herefore 
t h e tribe is not mentioned in the first book of the Mace. 
Bphrat hah . 
This was the original name of Bethlehem in 
Judaea ( Gen.~5,19; 48 ,7; Ruth 4,11). In Micah b,2 it is 
called Be t h lehem-Ephrathah. I n Ps. 132,6 pilgrims in Israel 
d ecl ar e t hat t hey have heard at Ephrathah of David's zeal 
to find a place for the Lord. 
Bthio u ia. 
This country was called Cush by the Hebrews, 
and i s continually mentioned in connection with Egypt, 
s ~varal times also with Lybia. The country was located in 
eastern Africa ,running southward from Syene. It was the 
upper reo:ion of the Nile,Nubia with Kordo.fan,Sennaar,and 
northern Aoyssinia . ~'\hen the Ethiopians,led by Zerah,in-
vaded Judah,they were defeated by king Asa _(2 Ch. 14,9-lo; 
16,8) . The latest biblical reference to Ethiopia is found 
in Ezekiel 38 1 5. Cambyses , (530-522) made it tributary. 
Ethiopia is not mentioned in 1 Mace. It appears to have 
passed out of history at an early date( er. Jew. Enc.,V,2b8). 
References to Ethiopia in the Psalter. The 
psalmist predicts that,in the N.T.,Ethiopia woud stretch 
Gebal. 
Gil ead . 
out her hands unto God and enter the Christian Church 
( 68 ,31; 87,4). 
Inferences. 'l'hese two psalms cannot have 
be en composed in Maccabean times,nor anJ .other late 
pe riod,owing to the early disappearance of Ethiopia, 
which both of them mention,but they must date back 
to the fifth or sixth century B.O. 
Gebal was a place south of the Dead Sea, 
whos e inhabitants made a league with the Ed.omites, 
noabi t es,and the Bedouin of the Arabah against Israel 
(Ps . 83 ,7). It is the modern jebal. 
Gilead was the name of ·the territory 
bound~d on t h e north b~ Bashan,on the west b} the 
I 
J ordan between the Dead Sea and the Sea of Galilee, 
on the e ast by the desert,and on the south by the 
t erritory of M0 ab. The Jabbok divided it into t,'10 
parts:the southern half was given to Reuben and Gad, 
the northern half to the trans-Jordanic half of 
Manasseh. During the Maccabean struggles Gilead 
played an important role(l Ma.cc. 5.8). In Pss. 60,7 
and 108,8 God declares that Gilead is His. 
Gath • 
Gath lay inland,on the borders of the Hebrew territory , 
and in a sense,between Ashdod and Ekron. It was one of the 
five great Ph ilistines cities. David captured it (1 Ch• 18, 
1). Rehoboam fortified it.(2 Ch.11,8),but it was soon given 
over to t h e Philistines. Uzziah broke down its wall (2 Ch. 
26 , 6 ). When a f terwards the Philistines cihies are enumerated, 
Gat h is missinB (Je r.2b,20; Zeph .2,4;Zech.9,5); and it is 
not r ef~r r ed to in Maccabees,nor by jesephus,when he relates 
events subs equent to the year 7b0 B.C. Therefore we may con-
clude t hat Gath disappeared during this period. - The title 
of Ps . 56 r efer s to the occas ion when the Ph ilistines took 
David i n Gath . 
I n ference. This is another proof t hat the Ps~lter 
was not composed in apy of the late periods to which most of 
higher crit i cs assign most of the Psalms,but belongs to an 
early p eriod. 
li agare ne s. 
~be Hagarenes were a nomad people who dwelt 
t h roughout all t h e land east of the land of Gilead,and 
wer e r i ch i n camels,sheep,and asses. Briggs (~s.8~,6) 
conside r s the term to be a 11general name for Arabian tribes. 11 
However,it appears there is nothing to substantiate this 
t h eory. During the reign of Saul th9y were vanquish ed,and 
in a large measure destroyed(~ Ch.5,10.18-22). A Hag arene 
had charge of' David 1 s flocks (1 Ch.27,31). They disappear 
not long after this time. 
Reference to the Hagarenes in the Psalms. In 
Be rm on. 
r o r e b • 
~s. 83,6 Asaph says that t h e tabernacles 0£ the 
Hap.arenas are confederate against God. 
Inferences. Also the mention or tnis peopLe 
speaks against a late date of the Psalms and places 
them into the time of David or at least into the 
next few years subsequent to it. 
~his mount ain constitutes the souther.n 
end of the Anti-uebanon chain,and rises to the elevation 
of 9166 feet above t he· sea. It figures prominently in 
Hebr ew poetry , being cou~led with Tabor (Ps.89,12),Zion 
\ 163 , 3 ) , and Lebano. {S0115s 4, 8 ). But it overtops them 
all , being t he h i chest 1!1onntain in S:yria. Tne summit 
has thr ee peaks . Therefore the R.V. nas t h e r endition 
" t hP. Hermons," in Ps.42,6, while the A.V. translates: 
"the He rmonites." 
Heferences to Mt.Hermon in the Psalter. 
Ac cording to Ps. 89,12,Hermon shall rejoice ~n the 
Messiah's name. In Ps.133.,,3 the pleasantness of brother-
l y unity is compared to t h e dew of Hermon. 
Horeb is the mountain in the peninsula of 
Sinai where Moses was granted the vision of the burn-
i nf. bush,and where the La,., was g iven to Israel. The 
names. Horeb and Sinai are used almost intercnange-
ably. 'l'his has p,iven rise to various theories: 
1-. Horeb has been regarded as the name of 
the range,and Sinai as the prominent peak (nengsten-
. berg ); 
2-. Horeb is thought of as a l ower part 
of Mt.Sinai (Gesenius)J 
3-. The two terms denote the same object 
(Ewald, Macalister). Ewald believes Sinai to be the older 
name of the mountain afterwamd.s called Horeb. 
References to Horeb in the Psalter, 
Ps. 106 ,19 refers to the event when Isr~el made a gold-
en cal f in Horeb. 
Ishma e lite s. 
The Ishmaelites are the descendants of 
Ishmael. They dwelt in the desert of north ern A,.abia, 
in the regdon included between Havilah,Egypt,and the 
Euphrates. jos_eph was sold to the Ishmaelites by his 
brethren (Gen.37,2b-28). 
In a wider sense the term refers to the 
nomadic tribes of northern Arabia generally; either 
becau se the Ishma~lites were the chief people of the 
desert,or because the Ishmaelite confederacy had been 
f ormed which included tribes of other blood. 
-The Encyclopaeaia Biblica states that from 
the eigt h century on II we hear no more of Ishmael as 
an actual existing people,for the mention of Islunaelites, 
together with several other ancient peoples,in Ps.8~,7, 
is a mere figure of speech referring t o some hostile 
nation of the author's own time," Vol.II,col.2212. 
Reference to the Ishmaelites in the Psalter. 
Ps . 83 ,7:The tabernacles of Ishmael are confederate 
nr;ains t God. 
Infer ences. Since the Ishmaelites dis-
appeared in t h e eigth century B.C.,we must conclude 
that Ps.83 dates back to a very early period.This is 
anot he r a r gument for t he early auth orship of the Psalter, 
and agains t t he p rocedure of higher critics. 
J erus alem . 
Jo r d a n • 
J u dah . 
Thjs is t h e well-lmovm. city in Palestine. 
Th is i s t h e most important river of the Holy 
Land , and has always been v,el l kno,.m . 
Juda.li was the fourth son of' Jacob., and t h e 
pr ogenit or of t he t r i be called after his name. The tribe 
occupied the greater part ~f southe1~n Palest i ne. '1'h e 
boundary started at the extreme south point of the Dead 
S9 a . l•·rom here it passed to the wilde rness of Zin,and 
thence by the south of Kadesh-barnea and the brook of 
Egypt to t he Mediterranean Sea. The eastern boundacy 
was t h e Dead Sea. The northern boundary commenced at 
t he nortl10rn ond of the s ea ,at t h e mouth of the J ordan, 
and ,,,ent up by En-shemesh to Erirogel and the valley of 
the son of lijnnom.,south of Jerusalem,p assed on to Kirjath-
jearim, and from here by Beth-shemesh ~nd Timnah to the 
~editerranean Sea. The sea itself constit•ted the western 
boundary ,but a part of the auea was almost alwa~s in the 
hands of the Ph ilistines. 
Under Nebu.chadrezzar judah and Benjamin were 
c ar r i ed into t he Babylonian Captivity ,from waere they 
r turned in 536 B.C. From now on t h ere is no tribal or-
ganizat ion among t he J ews. Tneretore it 1s but na t ural 
t ha t no ment i on of t h e tri b e or J udah is made in 
Kade sh. 
1 Maccabees. 
References to J udah in the Psalms. 
Ps . 48 ,11 :"Let the daughters of Judah be glad." 
60 , 7 : "Judah is my lav1gi ver. 11 
68 , 27:"The princes of Judah." 
69 , 35 : 11 God will build the cities of Judah." 
76 ,1:"In Judah is God lmown. 11 
r/8 , 68 :"God chose the tribe of Judah." 
97 , 8 : 11The daughters of Judah rejoiced because of thy 
108 , 8 : 11J udah is my lawgiver." (judgments." 
114 , 2 : "J udah was his sanctuar). 11 
Kadesh lay on the south boundar~· of t h e 
Amorita highlands,in the uttermost border of .Edom 
(Nu.20,16),the southern frontier of Judah and of Palestine. 
The place was overrun by Chedorlaomer (Gen.14,7),and 
Abraham sojourn~d there for a certain length of time 
(Gen.20,1). On their way to Palestine,the Israe11,es 
X P. d a r • 
twice encamped at Kadesh,whence they sent the spies 
1nto Canaan . It was the scene of Korah 1 s rebellion. 
At t h is place ?lioses smote t h e rock t .t.i.at v,ater might 
gu sh forth. Before d9parting from here,m~ssengers 
were sont to the kinB of F.dom to ask permission for 
t he Israelites to pass through his territory .- In 
1842 ,th e Rev.J.Rowlands discovered a fountain called 
by the Arabs Kades or Kudes,on the aast of Jebel 
' He l al,and Dr.H.Clay Trumbull has id•,mtified it with 
Kad e sh-barnea. Cf.Hastings, Diet.of the Bible. 
Kadesh is mentioned in Ps.29,B:""rhe L0 rd shaketb. the 
·.-•ilde1,nes s of Kade sh. 11 
-Thi s · was t h e name of a nomadic people,liv-
inr: t o t he east of Palestine, 2:1. t.r·ibe descended .from 
Ishma '3l. Ezekiel couples them with "Arab, 11 and speaks 
of their t !'ade v,ith Tyre in lambs,rams and goats. 
Enc. Biblica:"In later times the name seems 
to have been used so as to include all the wild ~ribes 
of the desert,who were naturally disliked by the peace-
loving Judaeans,and thus .Kadar quite usurped the place 
of Ishmael," Vol.II,col.2654. 
Hastings:"It is plain that the identifi-
cation of Kadar with the Arabs •••••• had already 
commenced in AssJrian times," Vol. lI,p.832. 
neference to Kadar in the Psalms. 
Ps. 120,5: 11 Woe is me ••• I dwell in the tents of' Keda.r. 11 
Kishon. 
Lebanon. 
Kishon was the ancient name or the river 
now called Nahr el-Mukatta in the plain of Esdr.aelon 
near Megiddo. The river Kishon swept away the soldiers 
of Siser a 1 s beaten army when they attempted to dross 
the st1•eam (Jg . b,19-21). Elijah slew the priests of 
Baal on its northern bank (1 K.18,40). 
Ps.83,9 refers to the fate or Sisera 
at Kishon. 
The Lebanon is a snow-covered mountain mass 
a t the N.W. boundary of Palestine consisting of the 
Lebanon proper and the Antilebanon,the two mountain 
rane,e s r wming north and south, being separated by the 
val l e~ of t h e Litany and the Orantes. 
l•'rom Lebanon ,.,as obtained •Nood for 
buil d i ng the f i rst and t h e second temple (2 Ch.2,8; 
Ezr . 3 , 7 ). 
References to Lebanon in the Psalras. 
29 , b : 11The Lord breaketh the cedars of Lebanon." 
29,6: 11He make·th them also to skip like a calf; 
Lebanon •• like a young unicorn. 11 
72,16: 11The fruit thereof shall shake like Lebanon. 11 
92,12: "The righteous shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 11 
• II 104,16: 11The trees of •••• Lebanon are f'ull of sap. 
Manass eh . 
The elder son of Josep~b~ Asenath and 
the tribe which descended :from Manasseh. After P.!(\ses 
had defeated Sihon,king o:r Heshbon,and Og,king o:r Bashan, 
onehalf the tribe of Manasseh joined with the tribes of 
Reuben and Gad in requesting permission to settle east 
of t he Jordan,which was granted to them on the condition 
t hat t h ey would aid their brethren in the v,a r west of the 
Jordan . ft er t h e condition h ad been :fulfilled,they were 
h onorabl y d ismissed to the chosen territory, The region 
g iven to .t he half-tz•ibe of Manasseh east of the Jordan 
co~pr ~h .nd d part of Gilead and all Bashan. The other 
half of' the t r ibe crossed the Jordan and :; ad t heir 1rU1eritance 
in c in t ral Palestine . It was bounded on t he south bJ 
~phraim , on the northwest by Asher,and on the northeast 
b Issachar. Its southern boundary r an by J anoah and 
'l'aanath-shiloh ,near Shechem,and along the northern bank 
of t h e brook Kanah to its entrance into the Medfterranean 
Sea . 
The Manassites were carried into exile by 
Ti elath - pil e ser (1 Ch.31,18-26),only a :few being left in 
Palestine. ~his is the period vm.en the tribe passes out 
of existence. 
floferences to Manasseh in t he ,Psalms. 
Ps . 60 , 7 and 108 , 8 God s ays: "rrtanas !..eh is mine. 11 
Ps .eo , 2 the poet asks God to stir up His strength be.fore i.. •• 
Inferences. See Ephraim. 
!eribah. 
The term designates a place at H0 reb,near 
Rapl'i.j dini , •:ihere the people strove with ?.i2ses for v,ater 
( .L!ix . 1 '7) ; and God gave them to drink from the rock. 
It al so denotes Kadesh-barnea in t h e wilder-
nest: of Zin , v,here also the peopl e strove with I-. 0 ses,and 
water was miraculously brought from the rock lNu.20). 
Heference to Meribah in t he · P~a l ter is made 
in P ~; . 81 ., 7 : "I y1"ov ,1 t hee at the \vaters of Meribah. 11 
l,:esh ec h . 
Iiieshech was the name -of' a people that dvrelt 
between t h e Bl ack and the Ca spian Seas. They traded in 
'11 rian market s in s l aves and vessels of brass (Ez .27 ,13). 
I n th aa s of Ti elath - pileser and Shal maneser, ;eshech 
l a' j n t h e noun t ai ns to the nortt of Assyria and oordered 
on Taba l (Tubal) i n the west . ·1.':ue were gr aduall} driven 
nor t ~ward t o nea r the Black Sea (Herod. III,94 ; VII,78 ). 
Ref'erence to r..eshech i n t h e Psalter. 'l'ne 
onl y reference the Psalter makes to Me shech j_s round 
in 1 20 , b : 11Woe is me,that I sojourn in l.-ieshech. 11 The 
LXX does not seem to understand the term at a l l,and, 
t h erefore,translates the 
I , / .0 
"' 1-t., o<. _/A,O V 1/--""''(fllf/rT-? 
' n 'fl°"~ --second part of' the vers: / ) 
The Vulgate renders it:incolatus 
meus prolongatus est. 
Inferences. The f'act that the LXX ( second 
Cent. B.C.) dld ·not understand the term anymore clearly 
proves t hat r,,eshech was an old name, that this nation had 
already dropped out of history,and that Ps.120· could 
not have arisen during the time of the LXX,but that 
~twas composed at an early period. 
~1di anites . 
1 . Name and Origin. foidian ( 7 ;71?;MJ:?; 
Madian) was ason of Abraham by Keturah (Gen.25 ,1-4), 
and t he proe enibor of the peopl~ called after nis name. 
2 . Hjstory and ~xtent. ~he Midianites were 
partly nomads, partly traders between Eg~ pt and Palestine. 
'l'he me1"chantmen who carried Joseph into ,.,,gypt are re-
p r e s ~nted as bea r ing II spicery and balm and myrrh, 11 Gen. 
3? , 2b . In t h is passage they are called both lshmaelites 
and Midianites. In Gen.25 a clear distinction is made 
h 
betweP.n the Ismaelites and the Midianites,but here and 
in J 5 . 8 , 24 the two names are used interchangeably. This 
~ay be due to the r eason that they carried on the trade 
jo-l ntly , or that t he terms 11 Midianites" and "Ishma-
elites " we e used as a synonym of travelling merchants. 
We find them again in (?onnection wit.11 the 
histor y of Moses, who .fled from the presence of Ph araoh 
into the land o.f Midian (Ex.2,15),the peninsula of Sinai. 
Like most o.f the Arab tribes,they were roaming over a 
very wide region. They_had their permanent nucleus on 
the eastern border of F.dom,but their pasture grounds 
probably extended as far as Giltad and Bashan on the 
north,while on the south they embraced an extensive 
territoryalong both shores of the Aelanitic Gulf. 
The name of Midian was probably applied to a 
number of clans spreading over a large area,some of whom 
se t t led down peacefully ,tending their flocks,vlhile others 
we r e of a warlike character. Cf.Gen. ~b,4:Midian had five 
son s , ~ho , i n accordance wit h Arab custom,douotless became 
heads of distinct tr1bes. 
During the time of the Judges,they attacked 
their nei ghbors at harvest time and stripped the land bare, 
c omi ne as grass-hoppers for multitude ~1th their tents 
and camels as far as Gaza. The account of their defeat by 
Gid~on i s given in Jg .6-8. 
At t h is time,they are found dwelling in the 
land of I srael (Jg .l,16;4,11.17),being called Kenites. 
Saul sh ows f a vor t o t h em on account of the services which 
t he r ~nder ed to Israe l in the wilderness (1 S.15,6). 
Th e last reference to b11dian is f'ound in 
Ha bakkuk 3,7. 11Midian as a nation disap: ears .from histor~ 
at a ve r y early period," Enc. Biblica. But a trace of 
this p eople lasts dovm ~o the end of the middle afles and 
e ven to modern times. 
3. Re.ference to Midian in. the Psalms. They 
are mentioned in Ps.83,9,in connection with the Amalekites, 
q.v. ,4. 
4. Inferences. the reference to the Midianites 
in Ps. 83 ,9 is another factor that militates against 
a late authorship of the psalm : as well as of the Psal.ter. 
:M izar. 
lloe.b , 
Briggs assigns this psalm to "the late exile and 
early restoration," and Gunkel to the period between 
Ezra and Alexander the Great. But at this period,the 
t i dianites,who are referred to in this psalm as still 
in existence,had already dropped put of history,for 
"the late exile and early restoration11 or the time 
be tween Ezra and Alexande r the Great are not II a ve r :, 
earl y p_eriod. 11 The mention of the ?.iidianites in Ps. 
8 3 is incompatible with any period iater than the 
Babylonian Exile,but it fits admirably into t h e time 
of David and his immediate successors. 
Mizar was a hill on the eastern side of the 
J ordan, perhaps within sight of the peak~ of Hermon. 
The plac e has not yet been identified. It is mentioned 
in Ps . 42 , 6 . 
o a bi tes. 
1. l~ame and Ori~in. Moab r::i'if1b;J'v/6f.:,./J ; Moab) 
was the son of Lot and his elder d ughter,and the 
founder of the Moabitish people. 
2. History and Extent. The land of M0 ab was 
the high tableland east of the Dead Sea and in the 
V southernmost section of the J rd.an. On the west the 
boundary was the Dead Sea and the J 0 rdan;to the south 
lay Edom and the desert;to the east,Ammon and the 
• 
the desert; to the north,before the conquest by the 
Israelites,probably Ammon,after the conquest Israel. 
There is practically n o frontier given in the north. 
Du.ring the . time of Ahab, Mesha,king of Moab,rendered 
tribute unto t h e king of Israel. After Ahab's death, 
h owever,they rebel led against Israe1(2 K.3). Jehoram 
of Israel,confederated with Jehoshaphat of Judah and 
the kin . of Edom, warred with the rfoabi tes ,defeated 
t hem ,des t r oyed t h e cities,laid t heir land waste,and 
shut up Mesha in Kir-h areseth. As a last resort,Mesha 
off r ed h i s own son for a burnt-offering (.~ K.~). 'l'his 
f' :i 11.ed the Israelites with such horror that t hel ,.-,1th -
d rF3w. 
In the period from Jeroboam II. to the fall 
of Samaria, and the d~portation of the ten tribes by 
Ti glath- p ileser,Moab extended it borders. 
In the last days of Jerusalem,Moab was in 
league ,with Babylon. Moabites fought for Nebuchadrezzar 
against J ehoiakim (2 K.24 ) • 
"There seems to be no evidence of the ex-
i s t ence of Moab as a state,even a dependent state, 
a fter t h e Exile,and we know t hat at the t i me of the 
Maccabean revolt Moab was occupied 01 t h e ~abataetm 
Arabs," Hastings,III,p.412. 
3. Heference to Moab in the Psalter. 
Ps. 60,8 (108,9) :"Moab is iey washpot. 11 
••Inferences.Since this nation disappeared at so early 
a per iod,it is clear that every writing which speaks of them 
as still exi sting must date back to at least the sixth Cent. 
B.C. The mention of the Moabites is suitable to the time of 
Da vid , but is mot concordant with t h e Maccabean _period. 
:N apht a li. 
Naphtali was the sixth son of Jacob and the 
found e r of t h e tribe call ed by this name . The territory of 
Naphtali wa s bounded on the east by the upper Jordan and 
the se~ of Galilee,on the south by Issachar and Zebulon, 
and on t h e west bv Zebulonand Asher. The land of Naphtali 
wo.s r avaged bl Benhadad,king of S-y ria (1 K.15 ,20) ,and man3 
of its inhabit ants were subsequently carr ied into captivity 
b~, 'l ':i l a t h- pil e sP.r ( 2 K.lb). The t r ibe passed out of h istor) 
durinf" the Assyr i an Exile . 
The only reference to Naphtali in t h e Psalms 
:ts f'ound Ps . 68 ,27 , where t h e pri nces of Ne.p.i:.itali are exa.orted 
to bl e s s God . 
References •• See Ephraim. 
0 p h i r • 1. The Name. Outside of the Psalter,the 
name is spelled either'7~ji"(or1".Dii'(;and the LDC renders . . 
-','." 1 
1 
'- ' 0 ;:, ' C ' i t by VJYfj,'f.,Jf~'j, vrET ,coutlf-'11h.e Vulgate alway s has 
"Ophir. 11 In Ps.45,10,hov,ever,the LXX translates it with 
k./cx)itroS ( JI/ ~otr'-~ii° .('~Jes-a, ) ,and the Vulgate ren-
ders i t by 11deauratus. II 
6/ 
2. Bibli cal. RtJ f erenc~ l:J ou.tsidl!3 of the l'salter. 
Ophir wa s a son of Joktan (Gen.10,29). In Solomon's tine th9 
• 
place knovm by that name was the . source of gold "proverbially 
fine and other costly objects imported into Palestine (Job 22, 
24; Ps.45 , 9 ; Is.13,12; 1 K.10,11.22). From here Solomon's 
Phoenician s ailo1•s , sta1:"i..ing ut f r om Ezion-geber, brought gold, 
which . was storecl up among the materials for the temple ( 1 K. 
9 , 28;10 , 11 ; 1 Ch .29 ,4). 
3 . Reference i n t h e Psalt er. The onlJ refer-
ence the Psal ms n1ake to Ophir is found in Ps. 45,9 : 11.K.ing ~• 
dau :3hte1·s ·1·:n"e among t hy honora bl e wornen:upon t h right h and 
dj d stand the queen in gold of Ophi r." 
4 . Location. :M ' Cl:tntoclc and St rong say that 
some writers consider Ophir to be a general name for countries 
aboundi ne; i n gold,like 11 Thule 11 in t he classics, or 11El Do- · 
r ado 11 in t he Middle Ages. In favor of this view,it has been 
sa id t hat ,in Arabic,the word Ophir simply means "rich 
country . 11 But t h e bi bl:f cal ref'erences to Ophir as a well-
Jmovm tradinc; p l ace are so definite that t h is view mmnot 
be h ale . 
On t he oth er .r1and, i t h as been assigned to 
al most e ver~ pl ace where gold has been found. i'h e most 
import an t of these places ar1 :-
A-. The West Coast of India. Lassen and ·ne1,tzsch 
(Enc. Bibl.,III ,col .• 3514) identify Ophir with the Abhira of' 
t h e Sanskrit geographers, a place on the west coast on In-
dia,near the mouths of' the Indus.- The main arguments ad-
.fl 
vanced in support of this theo:r·y are tne lenb t.u of 
t h e vol' a8es o.f Solomon's ships ( 3 )e&.rs back and t·ort.a) 
and t h e nature o.f the imports they brought (·1 K.10,22) . • 
The se arguments,however,are not decisive,as will be 
shovm in the .following: 
a). ~he voyages may have been similar to those 
of modern "coasting tramps," which would necessarily 
n e ed a con siderable length o.f time .for a comparatively 
short vo-y age. 
b). A maritime trade with India hardly ex-
isted previ ous to the s e venth centur} li .C. ;and we 
do not lmow that the Jews h ad connections t,·1ith India 
bqfor e the Persi an per iod. That Indian wares sometimes 
f'ound th . 1 r v,ay t o Palestine, is possible, but we have 
no d is t inct knowled ~e o.f India,nor is there anl record 
of i ntez·course with it on the part o.f the Jews be.fore 
t h e t ime o.f Darius. In Esther 1,1 we .find the .first 
r e.fe rel}ce to India unde~ the term 11Hoddu. 11 In 1 Mace. 
6 , 37 we r ead of the Indian 11ruler 11 o.f the war elephants 
of Antiochus V.,and in l Macc.8,8 India is included 
among the dominion of Antiochus the Great. 
c). Whether the objects mentione~ in l K.10, 
11 .22 were natural products of Ophir,or only bought 
and sold there ,or even puz•cha sed b:, the me1'ch antmen 
at intervening ports,cannot be seen .from the passage. 
At any rate,they do not ne c es sari 1 J point 
to India . 
aa). 11 Alnmggim11 or 11 alfiU]Tlmim. 11 
Among the varios theories that have been set up as 
to the identity of the tree are the following ones: 
Fi~st ,the traditional rendering of the Jews is "coral." 
But this :f.s unsuitable,unless "coral-wood" simply 
d esi~nat e s a red wood. Second, Kimhi ( Enc.Bibl.) takes 
it t o be 11 brazil-wood, 11 a red d-y e-wood found in I,,,dia. 
Thj.1,d , i t has been considered to be "sandal- ·wood, 11 per-
haps of the r edder kind,wh ich is still used in India 
purposes s irr.ilar to those given i n 2 Ch. 9,10.11. The 
ancient versions shed no light on the question under 
con sideration . 
'J.h e Encyclopaedia Bibli ca says: "'J.'he evidence 
appears to point t p some valuable Oriental wood brought 
•••• into the Eastern Mediterranean by anc~ent commerce.· 
of' t h e Red Sea. If vte may assume it to be a red wood 
adapted fo r car_vinc ,it may well be either (1) brazil-
·,o od •••• , a t1,ae of India and t h e Malay Isles ••• ;or it 
ma~ be (2 ) r ed sandalwood,stil l survivine as a coloring 
matt e r in pharmacy ,a native of southern I ndia, where it 
is much val ued for temple pillars (Solorr.on used it to 
make "pillars," 1 K.10,12). Possibly both s p icies ma) be 
included under the expression." Vol.I,col.120. 
l t almost appears as if the tree had been brought 
fro.m the Lebanon,for the LXX,in 2 Ch.lOf ,has the ren-
d itionf 11A..i rEilll'ti#(,Ml.ich •10Ul.d agree with this assumption. 
And in 2 Ch.2,8 it is expressly mentioned among the trees 
of Lebanon. Cheyne (Enc.Bibl.,I,col.120),therefore, 
suggests the identification of "almug" with· "elamrnaku, 11 
This seems to indicate that the tree was of Elamite 
origin •. But a tree so use.ful may have bean planted in 
Hermon and Lebanon. 
bb). Apes (kophim). It is.possible that the 
Hebrew "koph" is a loan vrord,and may be connected with 
kap:1 11 (wh ence also the Greek 11kepos," and the English 
"ape 11 ) , the Sanskrit word for ape (Enc. Bi bl. ) • In every 
case it is mentioned in connection with the peacocks 
i mported b Solomon f"rom Ophir.~ e Assyrian monuments 
r ep r e sent four k j nds of monkeys. Queen Hatshepsut re-
c ~i ved monkeys from the land of Punt. A~es still abound 
in Africa . Cf.Enc.Bibl.,I,col.190. 
cc). Peacocks(tukkiyim). Carl Niebur (See Hom-
mel) c ontends that 11tukkiyim 11 is a variant for "suk-
kiy i m, 11 probably meaning ~black slaves." Doubtless he 
cons iders "tukkiy im11 a corruption of' "sukkiyim" (2 
CJ.1.12,3). But we reject this theory on tha ground that 
not one variant has "sukkiyim11 instead of' "tukkiyim. 11 
I n addition to this,we must remember that the copyists 
of t h e o.T.Sr.ripture were very care.ful,so that a mis-
t ake of this kind could hardly have crept in:mistaking 
'QforJ7. 
The peacock was successive!) carried west-
ward till he passed .from the Greek islands into Eu.1•011e. 
Under the name of Juno's bird,the Romans spread the 
peacock to Gaul and Spain,where,however,he was not common 
until after the tenth century A.D. The peacock does not 
occur on the Assyrian or Egyptian monuments. Among the 
Greeks,he was known as the "Persian bird. 11 
d). '11he only passage 1.n which these products are refer•ed 
to does not des i gnate Ophir as the port of destination 
of the ships (1 K.10,22);it simply makes reference to 
the fleet of Tarahish,which made the trip once every 
three years,while the parallel passage(2 Ch.9,21) states 
that the ships went to Tarshish (q.v.). Most probably 
the sailors of Solomon obtained the various objects at 
different places. 
e ). Ophir has_ been sought at Abhira,~t the mouth of the In-
dus,but there is no gold. 
B-. East Af rica. Peters (Enc.Bibl.,Vol. III,col.3ul4) identi-
fies Ophir with the ruins of Zimbabwe in Meshonaland, 
discovered by Mauch in 1871,in a district between the 
Zambes i and the Limpopo,opposite Madagascar (also cf. 
"The New York Times," Aug. 9,1925). lie identifies Ophir 
and the Punt of the Egyptian inscriptions,and believes 
that they are situated in the modern Rhodesia,where gold 
"Has abundant. But "this S. E. African district was unlm.own 
to t h e ancients,and even to the Arabian geographers beofre 
the thirteenth century," Enc.Bibl.,III,3514. Punt was 
t he country between the N~le and the Red Sea,although the 
n ame was later on applied to the entire coast of the 
Red Sea, and to Somaliland,perhaps also to a great part of 
Arebia. Onl y in this sense,j1Punt can come under consider-
ation. Furthermore,the result of the researches of Randall 
Mac Iver {Enc.Brit.) have deprived the ruins of Zimbabwe 
of much of their glitter and glamor;they seem to have been 
not much more than mere magnified kraals,about three 
or four hundred years old. 
if 
C-. Et h iopian Coast of the ~ed Sea. ~enzinger (.Enc.Bibl., 
III,col.3514) porposes to identify Ophir with the le.na 
of Punt,the Ethiopjan coast of the Red Sea ,"11th the 
opposite coast of Arabia. It is true,ingots of gold were 
sent from Punt as tribute to queen Ha 1 tshepsut;but Punt 
was not particularly famos for its gold,as Ophir was. 
1''urthermore , the inclusion of Ophir among the sons of 
J oktan appears to point to an Arabian locality. 
D-. The Wes t Coast of Arabia. Agatharchides (Jew.Enc) makes 
r P.fe r ence to the rich gold of the south-western coast 
of Ar abia. Th ese mdnes are said to have contained pieces 
of gold "as large as walnuts." J:he Arabians considered 
gol d ~orth only ona third as much as copper,ana half as 
much a s j_ron (Cf .Schaff-Herzog). - B. Moritz (Hoffll'l'lel,p. 
1O~) looks for it in Asir Between Mecca and Yemen. 
E-. East Coast of Arabia. Glaser (Enc.Bibl.,III,col.3515) 
assigns Ophir to the east coast of Arabia,extending 
as far as the Persian Gulf. So also Hommel,who derives 
the word "Ophir" from "Apir, 11 an old cuneiform name 
for t h at part of Elam 'Which lay opposite theE-Arabian 
coast,and hence that coast itself. ~e says from an 
early date there was com~ercial intercourse between 
Elam in the east and Nubia in the west by Ophir. lie 
f7 
furthermore believes that 11almug 11 was a name for a 
rare kind of timber used for building ,this name be-
ing derived from the Assyrian "elammaku, 11 i.e., 
"Elamiti sh. 11 '.Lberefore he considers almug-timbe~ to 
have been one of the 9Xports of Ophir. Also gold mines 
wer e situated i n the north ern p arts of Arabia;and 
" southern and south-eastern Arabia were famed in 
ancient times for thei~ gold-producing qua lities, 
ac cording to the testimony of Diodorus Siculus,Strabo, 
and Pliny . The gold of this reg ion v,as called 
gold,because its purity was so marked that it needed 
no smelti nB, 11 Hastings,III,627. 
~he chief aurif6s lands of the O.T. were 
. I 
found i n Arabia. Besides Ophir we find:Havilah (Gen. 
2 , llf; l0 , 29 ); Sheba (q.v.,Ps.72 ,15 ;1 K.10,10); Par-
va im ( 2 ~h . 3 , 6); and Uphaz ( J e r.10,9;Dan.10,b). Of 
t he s e , Sheba and .tiavilah at least api'e ar to h ave been 
located in t ne vicinity of Oph ir (cf.Gen.10, 29). 
Glaser maintains that the biblical Oph ir 
1 
in the narrow sense is the Arabian coast of the Persian 
Gulf,extending from the north to Ras Musandum,and 
t h at in a wider sense it extends to both sides of the 
Gulf. 
It is possible that Solomon's sliips,start-
ing out at Ezion-geber,first sailed along t h e Egyptian 
coast, then alonB the Son1ali coast, and finally along 
the coast of Arabia till they entered the Persian 
Gulf. The voyage would ta}ce just about the required 
three ~ears,in view of the annual monsoons ,mich pre-
vail pn the Red S~a,The Gulf of Aden,and the Indian 
Ocean. We do not know,however,how they travelled with 
the natives. 
v. Inferences. '!'he LXX does not understand the 
ter m Ophir in Ps.45,9,and treats it as an adjective,in-
stead of considering it a noun,a name. This clearly proves 
t hat , a t t h e time of the LXX,the name was not well knovm, 
because of its antiquit) . Therefore t h e psal m could not 
have ori gina ted during the time of the maccabees • .cut it 
1s just t h e name we should expect ina piece of literature 
that was composed during the time of Solomon or David,vlh.en 
this name was kno,111 by everybody in Israel and the 
ne i ghboring countries. 
Philisti a , 
Phil i stin e s. Strictly speaking,Philistia <~i<u3B), . ... : . . 
denoted the country stretching from a little north of 
J opp a to a little south of Gaza. Its eastern border was 
Be t h shemesh,and its western the Mediterranean Bea. 
The Greeks chan E_ted the name to ~A«~d"'T' -
and empl~ oed it to 8!stingulsh all Southern Syria, 
including Judea,from Ph~enicia and Ooelo-Syria. Jesephus 
uses the name only of· Phil1st1a.Tb.e Romans called it · 
Palestina. 
Within the limits of this land there w9re,in 
the times when the Philistines were prominent,at least 
three kinds of inhabitants:the Philistines proper;rem-
nants of the Anakim,and Avvim in Gaza,Gath,Ashdod,etc.; 
some of the southern Geshuites. 
The name of the Philistines has been expl a ined 
a s by derivation denoting "immigrants." Hommel (p.619, 
no t e 1 ) believes tbe ~J~/yvAo~ (the vre l l -lmo,m 
Ph i l i s t :i nes ) wer e a people dif'ferent from the ?v)ur~,r~ 
uut v:e do not ac cept this t h eory for lack of' suf·1·1c1ent 
p r oof' . 
~he Ph ili s t i nes di d not belong to the Semitic 
N1.c e , but t h ey were im. i grants i nto Palestine. This al-
so seems to be i mplied in the etymology of the liebrew 
Pel ish tim as well as of the Greek Allophyloi. 
But whence ~~d they come? They came from 
Caph tor , as Israel came from Egypt. Amos 9,7:"Have I 
not b r ought up •• the Philistines from Caph tor?" liere 
t h e question arises where Caphtor was. 1'here is a 
strong t r end toward the opinion t hat Caphtor was Crete. 
Cf .HomJT1el,p .28 . 
·The Israelites were oppressed b. t h e 1hilistines 
during t h e time of the Judges up to the time of David. 
David defeated them in t wo desperate defensive compait ns 
( 2 S. b ,17-25),and then,in four more aggressive ex-
peditions,reduced them to subjection (2 8.8.21). 
On account of the disruption of the kingdom 
R e d e a . 
~ 
after Solomon's daa th,the Philistines became inde-
pend9nt,but t h ey never reestablished their early 
~lory. Herodotus(III, b ) say s that \'r.aen Camby ses 
invaded &p;)pt (circa 625 B. C. ) , Gaza and the whole 
coast belonged to t he king of the Arabians.~ 
is practically the close of the Philistine Histor)· , 
although the cit ies long survived,being still mentioned 
in 1 Macc .3-4. 
Refrences in the Psalter. 
56 (title):The Philistines took David at Gaza. 
60 , 8 :Philistia,triumph thou because of me. 
83,7:Cf. Amalekites. 
87 , 4 : Philistia will belong to the Church of the 1·.T. 
J.08 , 9 :0ver Philistia v1ill I triump .. 1 . 
Inferences. er. Ethiopia. 
T'.ae Red Sea is the body of water t hat 
divides Africa from Arabia. The Greek ter1n for the 
Hebrew Yam-Suph is Erythra Thalassa,by which the 
ancients understood not merely the Red Sea as 
limi ted by modern geograph ers,but also the Indian 
Ocean,and ultimately the Persian Gulf. At its mortern 
part it terminates in two gulfs,Suez and Akaba,en-
closine- between t h em t he Sinaitic Peninsula. 
The Yan1-Suph r ef erred to in t h e Bibla denotes 
the ned Sea of modern gao6raph · . It did not onl) 
comprise the Bi ttgr Lakes of t he p resent a.a., , but 
S a l e m • 
Se b a • 
,, 
also Lake Timseh. 
~uring the Exodus,Israel travelled from Ramses 
to Succoth, and from here to t h e ,::ilderness of Etham, 
encamping at the t en nor·thern end of the Red 81.ia. 
References in t n e Psalt er. 
Ps . 106 , 7 :The childr in of I ~r ael p rovoked God at the R.S. 
10·: , 9 : ti-od r"!buked the Red S8 a. 
106 , 22:ue wrought t c:,rr,_ble things at the Hed S a 
~ . 
136 ,13: God divided the Red Sea. 
136 , lb : God overthre•:1 Pharao:b at the Red Sea. 
Sa lem is an abbreviation of t he name Jerusalem. 
'l'he name is found in Ps. 76, 2. 
Seba is not identical wi th Sheba {l\i'Clintock 
and S+ rong ).Cp .Ps.72 ,10. Dillmann thinks it s afest to 
r efiard Seba as a branch oft e Cushites or Ethiopi ans 
settled eastward f ron, Napata,on t he Red S!a or Arabian 
Gul f (j ew • .Enc .). s -.•iggs s a:; s: "Seba has not been identi-
fied , but was most probably on the west coast of t.ue rted 
Sea, in the Adulic Gulf ,or in the r e~ion about .tassov,ah 
in Aby ssinia," Int.Grit.Com. 
Reference to Seba. Ps.72,10:The kings of 
Seba shall offer gifts unto the king Messiah. 
Sh e b a • Sheba is not "the narne of a race, 11 t.ae Sabaeans, 
as Hasting s thinks,but it is place,cf.Is. 60,6. Nor must it 
be i dentified with Seba (M 1 Clintock and Strong ),because 
of t he discrimination between the kings of Sheba and Seba 
in Ps.72 ,10. 
At the time of Israel's highest prosperitJ , 
Solomon wa " visited by the queen of Sheba,to hear his 
Yisdom (1 K.10 ,1-13; I:'it.12,42·). 
Since t h e middle of t he last centur~ l a rge 
f j nds of inscr i ptions have been made in varios parts of 
Ar abia , in the old Arabic charact er,d~aling w1tn Sh eba 
and varios inst i t utions connected •.'!ith i t , :..nd covering 
a t i me of a t least one thousand and three hnndr~d ears. 
The i nscrip tion s are found all over S.Ar abia,and some of 
them even i nthe far north of the peninsula. Hastings says 
that some inscriptions have been-transplanted from the 
bu ild ing s which they originally adorned to distant towns, 
Te t err i tory of the Sabaeans cannot be de finitely determined. 
The final extinction of the Sabaean State by the Abyssinians 
i s kno~m to have tak en place in the sixth centur3 A.D. (See 
Hastings,IV,p.480). 
The country over ~h ich t 1 e ~ueen of S.aeoa 
r u.led appears to have embraced the r:raa.ter part of Yemen 
or Arabia Felix■ - In Mt.12,42 and Luke 11,31 the queen of 
Sheba is simply called 11the queen of the south." This seems 
to point more to Arabia than to Egypt and Ethiopia (Josephus) 
The LXX took Sheba to be either a place in Arabia or Arabia 
Shechem. 
Shiloh. 
itself,for in Ps.72,16 Sheba is rendered b ) -J'/r~e~ 
(Vulgate:Arabia). hommel believes it was probably in 
northern Arabia (p. b81,note 1). 
Rgferonce. Ps.72,10:The kings of Sheba and 
Seba shall offer gifts unto the king Aessiah. 
Inferences. See Ophir. 
Shechem was an ancient Hivite city in the 
va l l ey between Ebal and Gerizim;the first meeting 
p l ace of Israel atter the conquest.- From the time 
of Titus F'lavianus Vespasianus, the city v,as lmown b}f 
t he narne of ( Flavia) Neapolis, a name ,·,hich still per-
sis t s i n the modern Arabic form Nablus. 
11 Shechem was probably destroyed durinb t h e 
Jewish War,and its place taken by Flavia Neapolis, 11 
Hastings, Vol. IV,p.485. 
Reference. Ps.60,6 (108,7):I will divide S. 
Shiloh was a town of Ephraim,north of 
Bethel,and the site of the tabernacle from the 
time of Joshua to that of Samuel. During the time of 
Eli and Samuel,the ark a~d the tabernacle were still 
there. At this time,Shiloh seems to have been destroyed 
by the Philistines (Enc.Bibl.,IV,~468). It con-
tinued to be inhabited at least as late as the 
time of Jer~miah (41,5). It has been identified as 
Seilun. Ps.f.8,60:God forsook the tabernacle of Shiloh. 
Sinai. 
Sinai is a mountain in the Sinaitic Peninsula. 
It is also called Horeb (q.v.). Here the Law was given to 
Israel. The only later visit to the mountain recorded in 
Scr i pture is that of Elijah when he was threatened by Jezebel. 
Reference to Sinai. Ps.68,8: Sinai moved at the 
-
pre s nee of t h e Lord • Vrs .1r1: The Lord is among t h em as in s. 
lir ' ion . Sirion is the name g iven b~ the Sidonians 
t o Mt . rte rmon . Ps.29 , 6 . 
Succot h . 
1 .- Succoth was the first encamping ground of Israel 
on leavinB ~gypt (Ex.12). 
2 .- It was also a place east of the Jordan (Jg.8,4. o), 
at •:!l1ich Jacob,upon his return from Mesopotamia,built him-
s elf a hous e , with booths for cattle;therefore the name 
Succot h (Gen . 32). 
Re f erence in Psalter. Ps.60,6 (108,7):God will mete 
out t h e valley of Succoth. 1'he LXX in these two passag es does 
/ 
not treat Suc coth as a proper name, but renders it by 4'N. 7 Y°' '; 
and t ' 1e Yulgate: t abernaculorum. 
Inferences. See Meshech. 
'l' abor. 
Tabor is a mountain in the N.E. corner of the 
plain of Esdraelon. 
Ps. 89,12:Tabor shall rejoice 1n thy name. 
iarshish. I I 
1. N1:1.me and Ori5in. The .b.ebrevr name <P..,~-,::, , . : -
has been translated by the LXX as0°':S''"' S ; and the 
Vu l gate r enders it:Tharsis. In G~n. 10,4 Tarshish is one 
of t h e sons of Javan. 
2. Biblical References outside of the Psalter. 
In Jona 1,3 it is said that the prophet embarked at 
Joppa to flee to Tarshish. In Is.66,19 it represents the 
most r emote quarters of the earth to which the exiled 
J e,·rs ma have fled. 
3. rteference in the Psalter. Ps. 72,10: Solomon 
p rophesies t h at the kings of Tarshish will bring presents 
to t he k ing ~essiah. 
4 . Location of Tarshish. Le Page Renouf 
(..!.nc . B:tbl .,IV,4898) contends that the Phoenician coast 
is meant. But Isaiah says that Tarshish is far away from 
Palestine (60,9). Josephus seems to have read Tarshush, 
for he explains it as Tarsus in Cilicia. But coins of 
Tarsus and Assyrian inscriptions of Shalmaneser show that 
the old Cilician city had the name Tarzi (1j,,~. Cf.Hastings. 
In addition to this, the theory is incompatible with 
Is.60,9;Ezek.27,25:Tarshish is far away. The Enc. Hibl. 
also raises the objection that the recorded foundation 
of Tarsus does not go back far enough. 
Most scholars since Bochart take Tarshish to 
h ave been a place in S.Spain (Hastings,IV,4898). In 
support of this theory,we may advance the following 
arguments: 
F'irst 1Tartessus in Spain is a country far 
way f r om Palestine, Is.60,9;66,19J 
Second, all the products mentioned in Ezek. 
27,12,as coming from Tarshi sh,are found t ~ere; 
Third, Herodotus applies thename to S.Spain, 
( I V,192); Fourth, ~some connection of the Phoenicians 
·Jith Spain se ms to be recognizable before the Carthaginian 
conquest," Hastings,IV,684. G.A.Smith calls Tarshish 
11 the great Phoenician colony in Spain," Geogr. Hol.Le.nd,136. 
Nevertheless,Cheyne and W.Mueller (Hastings,IV) 
believe Tarshish might have beqn in Italy. Cheyne con-
siders Tarshish to be identical with Tiras of Gem.10,2. 
And Mueller believes the lat t er name might have come 
from another source or it might be a gloss,so that the 
s ame p ople would be r .presented in two different forms. 
Vocalizing Turshush ( C:f .Josephus) ,"we sh ould obtain t.ae 
Ty rsenians,Tyrrenians or Etruscans, 1ho were bold seafarers 
and ,.-,ere well-known to the ancient Egyptians, b:y whom the} 
are cal led Tursha. Hom.~el (Vor ~ort,p.VII) says that the 
Etruscanswere found in Italy as well as in Spain. Mueller 
assumes the Etruscans might have brought the metals from 
Spain,fr om S.Gaul or from Upper Italy. 
We reject this theory for the follo\Vlng reasons: 
First, Mueller's theory is rather unnatural; 
Second, the biblica l statements concerning Tarahish 
are descriptive of S.Spain,but we do not lmo,v that theJ 
Ty r e • 
1,1 
suit the conditions of Italy; 
Third, we lmow that the Phoenicians "(Solomon had 
Phoenician sailors) went as f ur as Britannia,there-
fore it is not impossible that they were acquainted 
with Spain and its riches. 
'.l1yre was a famous P-noenician seaport , ·situated 
2.bot1.t half-way between Carmel and Beyrout. Hiram raised it 
t o fam~ . It h ad t ~o ports and colonies at Carthage. In 538 
B.c. Cy rus I I .9rdered Ty rian workmen to assist with Lebanon 
cedars in the rebuilding of the Jewish Temple. It was t aken 
by t\le ·ande1• t l.:.e Great afte1· a t e1 ..1·ible s·· et;~ ~n Z~2 B.C. 
Refer ences in the Psalter. 
4e , 12 : '11h e daughters of Tyre shall present gifts to the Church. 
83 , 7 : '11h~ enemies of Israel,inr:connection with the Amalekites. 
87 , 4 : Tyr e shall belong to the Church of the N.T. 
Zeb ulon . 
Zebulon was the t enth son of J acob and the 
p rogenitor of the tribe called by that name,which lay north 
of Issachar,east of Asher,and south and west of Naphtali. 
The fate of the other tribes of Galilee overtook 
also this tribe in the days of Pekah,when the Assyrian king 
'l'i g lath-pileser carried them to As s7ria. Zebulon did not ex-
ist as tribe anylonger after the time of Hoshea,king of 
Israel,but passed out of history during the Babylonian Exile. 
Reference. Ps.68, ~7: Zebulon is called upon to bless 
God . 
Inferences. ~ee Ephraim. 
Z 1 o n • 
Zion was one of the hills on \\hich Jerusalem stood. 
1''irst it wa s a h ill on which the Jebusite stronghold in Jerusalem 
•1as s i t uated t hat v,as cap tured by David a.nd later on called 
"t h e cit~• of' David , 11 2 S. 5 ,7. hit.ner· .uavid brought the ark of 
the cover1ant . 
J osephus and the earl y ~ ristie.n c,,urch believed 
that Zion wa s locat ed on the southe1~n and hieh er end o f the 
we s te1·n h i ll of Je1"Us a le1n. But the majority of experts on this 
subject have adopt ed t he t heory that Zion was the so ·th end 
of t he eastern h ill . G.A. Smith advances the following reasons 
f'o1~ this ass'lunption: 
1-.This view best suits t he natural conditions:it 
j bet l· e r fo r t ified by nat ure , and i ~ bett er supplied with_water; 
2-.It does the most j ustice to the language of the 
histor: cal books of t ~e O. T.; 
3-. It i s nonfir n1ed by t he oldest post-bi bl i cal 
tradit ions; 4-.Hecent exca vations prove t he correctness o~ ~is 
t heor J . Cf . Enc . Bibl., 241 . 
After t he buildi ng of the temple on Mt . l\1oriah and 
t he transfer of t h e ark to it,the name Zion was extended to 
comp r ehend the t emple and the temple hill (Is.8 ,18). 
By another figure of speech Zion often becomes a 
name fo r the whole of J e rusalem (2K.19,21). 
I • 
In a wider s ense,Zion is employed as a designation 
of the J ewish church and polity (Ps.126,1;129,5; Is.33,14). 
In the Messianic passages Zion denotes the believers 
in t h e N.T.,th e church of Christ (Is.28 ,16). 
Finally ,Zion refers to heaven (Hebr. 12,22). 
!,__o a n • 
Zoan was a cit) in the N.E. ot: L0 wer Egl,pt, 
on t he Tanitic branch of the Nile,a:nd one of the most ancient 
sites in Lower E3'Ypt. Thq earliest k i ngs of the twelf'th 
dynasty made it t heir capital. The Hyksos fortified it and 
ret ained it as the capital. It was still an important city 
in the time of Isa iah and also of Ezekiel (Is.19,11.13;Ezek. 
30 , 14 ). Betv,een the d ays of Isaiah and Ezekiel,it was captured 
by t he As sy rians. ~'he city was knovm to the Greeks as Tanis, a 
name which is a lso found in the rendition of the LXX. It has 
1 1111;.ei-•ecl on to rnode1•n times,and is now called San el-Hag ar. 
Heferences •. Ps.78 ,12:God did marvellous things 
~ n ';h,1 f i .ld of Ziban . Ve rs 4~: God wrought wonders in the field 
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